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PRESIDENT'S  ME  SSAGE 

As  many  of  you  have  noted,  an  article  on  page  3 of  World  Coin  News, 
May  11,  1976  stated  "OIN  and  NT  Eye  Merger". 

The  publication  of  this  news  was  premature  so  it  is  felt  a comment 
is  in  order  to  the  membership  to  outline  the  position  of  the  NI 
Board  of  Governors  at  the  present  on  this  proposed  merger. 

NI  was  approached  in  late  April  by  representatives  of  Organization 
of  International  Numismatists  (OIN)  for  discussion  of  a possible 
merger  of  the  two  organizations  which  would  allow  the  publication 
of  a "single  monthly  magazine  of  quality  which  would  accept  adver- 
tising and  would  act  as  a communications  medium  for  collectors  of 
coins  of  the  world."  Also  discussed  was  the  possibility  of  an  Nl- 
OIN  sponsored  Dallas  International  Coin  Fair,  similar  to  the  one 
recently  held  in  Chicago. 

The  membership  is  advised  that  nothing  has  been  decided <,  It  was 
felt  we  should  listen  to  the  proposals  and  ideas  and  then  the  situ- 
ation could  be  further  investigated  to  ascertain  if  any  of  the  pro- 
posals are  in  the  interest  of  the  membership  of  NI  as  a whole. 

The  Board  of  Governors  of  NI  have  yet  to  discuss  these  proposals  at 
an  official  board  meeting.  Therefore,  it  is  unknown  if  the  Board 
would  be  for  or  against  any  of  the  proposals.  Also,  any  discussions 
that  would  result  in  final  decisions  could  not  be  done  until  all  de- 
tails of  the  proposal  are  thoroughly  investigated. 

The  meetings  held  between  the  parties  mentioned  in  the  WCN  article 
were  strictly  informal  and  of  an  exploratory  nature. 

The  membership  is  invited  to  address  their  comments  to  me  on  the 
two  preliminary  proposals,  as  any  final  decision  would  most  certain- 
ly be  made  in  the  interest  of  the  entire  membership. 


Ross  Schraeder,  President 


EDITOR’S  CORNER 


This  month  you  are  receiving  the  largest  ever  NI  BULLETIN  --  a 
whopping  48  pages!  37  pages  is  devoted  to  one  of  the  finest  works 
ever  published  in  the  NI  BULLETIN.  "The  Coinage  of  Modern  Ethiopia" 
by  Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  will  probably  stand  for  many  years  as  the 
prime  reference  for  collectors  of  this  period  of  Ethiopian  numis- 
matics. Our  gratitude  goes  out  to  Granvyl  for  donating  this  excel- 
lent article  to  our  publication. 


Due  to  the  longer  Ethiopia  article,  some  sections,  such  as  our  usual 
article  or  two  on  emergency  monies,  had  to  be  omitted  from  this 
month's  issue.  These  articles  will  be  continued  in  the  July  issue. 


Extra  copies  of  this  issue  are  available  for  $1.00  each.  Order  a 
few  for  your  non-NI  friends  to  help  offset  the  cost  of  this  issue. 
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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

June  1976  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have 

applied  for  membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by 
July  1,  1976,  their  membership  will  become  effective  that  date. 

(MT  = Will  Trade  by  Mail) 

125 4 - MT  Donald  G.  Robertson,  845  N.  68th,  Lincoln,  Neb.  68505 

(Chinese,  Japanese,  Korean,  Annamese  Cash  and  Islamic) 

1255 - MT  Stuart  T.  Eisen,  c/o  Boyce  & Lewis,  10400  Old  Georgetown 

Rd.,  Be the s da,  Md.  20014 

(British  India  before  1840,  Ceylon,  Pulu  Penang, 

Sumatra,  British  Java) 

1256  Franklin  B.  Newman,  6627 -A  Wycombe  Way,  Baltimore,  Md.  21234 
(Great  Britain,  Switzerland) 

1257 - MT  Walter  Schiller,  P.  0.  Box  793;  General  Post  Office, 

New  York,  New  York  10001 

(East  and  West  German  Coins  Since  World  War  II) 

1258 - MT  G.  Wo  Littrell,  3054  Daytona  Drive,  Corpus  Christi,  TX  78404 

(Canadian  Large  Cents,  Mexican  8 Reales,  Rev.) 

1259  George  A.  Lincoln 

1260  Clyde  Hubbard,  Apartado  Postal  C-46,  Cuernavaca,  Mor., 

Mexico  --  (Mexico) 

1261  Drossos  T.  Kravartoyannos,  Editor  Tetramena,  Amphissa, 

Focide,  Greece 

(Ancient  Greek,  Roman,  Byzantine  & Middle  Ages) 

1262  Clarence  Davis,  Rt.  2,  Box  2145j>  McAllen,  Texas  785OI 

(World  Types) 

1263  Dallas  Callaway 

1264  Kirby  S.  Callaway 


DONATIONS  REPORT 


We  wish  to  acknowledge  the  following  donations  received  since  the 
last  report : 


Name 


Donation  and 

Stated  Value  Preference  of  Use 


Binky  Chan 
John  Doria 
Luigi  Ghiara 
Gabriel  Grams 
Ed  King 
Ed  King 


$5.00  Cash 
11  coins  ($8.55) 
$3.00  Cash 
$6.00  Cash 
$1.34  Cash 
2 coins  (NVS) 
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NI  Library  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 
NI  BULLETIN  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  Reference  Collection 


Name 

Peter  Kraneveld 
Philip  Memick 
Chas.  S.  Mills,  Jr. 
Bill  Mullan 
Kazuma  Oyama 
Lester  D.  Snell 

Harry  Tayman 
Allan  Vayle 


Donation  and 
Stated  Value 

3 coins  (NVS) 
$1.00  Cash 
$3*00  Cash 
$8.00  Cash 
$2.00  Cash 
49  coins  and  2 
banknotes  (NVS) 
$3-00  Cash 
$3.00  Cash 


NVS  = No  Value  Stated  by  Donor 

Special  Fund  Donations: 

Fund  for  Extra  Expense  on  Special  Issue 


Preference  of  Use 

NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
Postage  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 
NI  BULLETIN  Fund 

NI  Reference  Collection 
General  Operating  Fund 
General  Operating  Fund 


(June  1976) : 


Balance  from  last  month: 

I.  C.  G.  Campbell 
Kary  T.  Edwards 
John  W.  Le  Lacheur 

Total  This  Month: 
Total  To  Date: 


$5.00 

10.00 

10.00 


$10.00 


25.00 

$35.00 


Fund  for  Expense  of  Shipping  Library  to  Colebrook,  N.  H.: 

Balance  from  last  month: 

I.  C.  G.  Campbell  $5-00 

H.  D.  Lawrence  20.00 

John  W.  Le  Lacheur  10.00 

Total  This  Month: 

Total  to  Date: 


$10.00 


35-00 

$45.00 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT 


Acknowledgement  is  noted  below  for  recent  donations  to  the  NI 
Library: 

International  Stamp  and  Coin  Agency,  Kuala  Lumpur,  Malaysia 

Coin  & Paper  Money  Catalogue  of  Malaysia-Singapore-Brunei 
(1845  to  Date)~  (See  Book  Reviews  this  issue.) 

The  above  reference,  and  all  other  references  previously  published 
in  these  reports,  and  in  the  1974  Edition  of  the  NI  Lib rary  List, 
are  available  for  30-day  loan  periods. 

Hopefully,  a copy  of  the  new  1976  NI  LIBRARY  LIST  will  be  available 
shortly,  updating  the  entire  library,  which  has  grown  considerably 
since  publication  of  the  1974  listing. 


NEW  MEMBERS  NEEDED 


NI  is  always  seeking  new  members  who  share  our  interests.  Perhaps 
you  have  friends  who  do  not  know  of  Numismatics  International.  We 
will  be  glad  to  send  them  a complimentary  bulletin  in  your  name  or 
send  you  as  many  membership  applications  as  you  desire.  Write  to 
Membership  Chairman,  P.  0.  Box  3OOI3,  Dallas,  Texas  75230- 
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LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


Supports  special  donation  appeal  in  May  issue 

If  you  can  contribute  $20.00  to  the  club,  so  can  I --  and  so  could 
some  of  the  others. 


H.  D.  Lawrence,  Founder  Member 
Dallas,  Texas 


Regarding  counterfeits  of  Indian  coins 

I would  like  to  clarify  a misunderstanding  which  I.  C.  G.  Campbell's 
"Notes  from  India"  (April  1976  NI  BULLETIN,  p.133)  regarding  counter 
feits  of  Indian  coins  is  likely  to  cause.  First,  regarding  gold 
fannams,  it  is  true  that  a large  percentage  of  those  being  offered 
today  were  made  in  the  last  few  years,  but  I would  not  call  them 
forgeries  in  any  sense  of  the  word.  It  should  be  understood  that 
the  gold  fannam  was  never  a market-coin  of  the  sort  with  which  we 
are  most  familiar.  Rather,  they  have  been  struck  for  hundreds  of 
years  by  various  South  Indian  princelings  as  a very  small  bullion- 
hoarding unit,  affordable  to  the  poor  and  bank-shy  population  of 
the  region.  Though  fannams  could  be  "spent"  for  everyday  purchases, 
it  would  be  more  of  a barter  arrangement  as  different  fannams  had 
different  purities  and  hence  widely  varying  values  relative  to  other 
coins.  Similar  designs  were  employed  by  a succession  of  rulers  and 
dynasties  so  that  today  it  is  very  difficult  to  assign  a particular 
coin  to  a ruler,  or  even  a general  location  or  time  period  in  some 
cases.  As  the  British  discouraged  independent  coin  issues  and  later 
the  National  government  discouraged  gold  hoarding,  the  various 
Indian  gold  merchants  who  had  been  licensed  by  the  princelings  to 
strike  fannams  continued  to  strike  them,  but  more  clandestinely  and 
in  a wider  range  of  "types",  including  but  not  limited  to  tradition- 
al designs  such  as  the  Gully,  Vira  Raya,  etc.  Today  many  of  the 
gold  merchants  are  located  in  Bangalore,  though  the  uninformed 
traveller  will  not  be  able  to  find  them.  The  gold  fannams  have  al- 
ways been  and  continue  to  be  struck  for  sale  to  small-time  gold 
hoarders,  and  they  certainly  are  not  produced  in  order  to  deceive 
Western  collectors;  this  is  strictly  a incidental  market  for  the 
coins.  One  could  rather  arbitrarily  label  all  gold  fannams  struck 
after  I9V7,  when  the  authority  of  the  various  local  rulers  ceased, 
as  "counterfeits"  but  my  feeling  is  that  as  long  as  they  are  accept- 
able to  the  South  Indians,  they  are  quite  collectable.  When  I 
started  importing  these  several  years  ago  I did  find  a much  higher 
proportion  of  well-worn  pieces  than  I do  in  more  recent  batches, 
which  is  why  I speculate  that  most  of  those  on  the  market  today  are 
of  recent  make.  However,  adverse  economic  conditions  in  southern 
India  would  no  doubt  bring  out  a lot  of  the  older  pieces  again.  I 
should  mention  that  one  Delhi  dealer  is.  offering  "fake"  fannams, 
gold  plated  base  metal  created  specifically  for  sale  to  foreign  coin 
dealers.  I know  of  no  U.S.  dealers  selling  these,  though  at  least 
one  German  dealer  has  bought  them. 

As  for  counterfeits  of  other  Indian  coins,  they  do  exist  and  new 
ones  are  coming  to  light  all  the  time.  In  fact,  some  particularly 
disturbing  ones  have  been  coming  out  of  Calcutta  in  the  last  year. 
However,  I wouldn’t  say  there  was  any  more  faking  of  Indian  coins, 

(Continued  on  page  218) 
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This  manuscript  is  dedicated  to 
MELVIN  J.  KOHL 

Without  whose  book  it  would  not 
have  been  started  and  without 
whose  help  it  would  not  have 
been  finished. 
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INTRODUCTION 


In  introducing  the  coinage  of  modem  Ethiopia  it  is  necessary  to  ad- 
mit that  information  concerning  these  issues  is  extremely  limited. 
Though  there  are  records  from  the  mints  at  Paris,  London,  and  else- 
where, written  reports  from  the  mint  at  Addis  Ababa  are  virtually 
non-existent.  As  a result  the  contents  of  this  work  have  been  glean- 
ed from  a distance  through  periphery  reports,  articles,  letters, 
studies  of  the  coins  in  question,  and  some  speculation.  The  author 
would  therefore  appreciate  hearing  from  anyone  who  can  improve  the 
accuracy  of  this  manuscript. 

As  this  manuscript  deals  only  with  the  modem  Ethiopian  national 
coinage,  earlier  Aksumite  coinage,  Arabic  issues  of  Harrar,  and  the 
Italian  issues  for  the  Ethiopian  province  of  Eritrea  are  not  includ- 
ed. There  are  a number  of  studies  relating  to  Ethiopian  currency  as 
a whole  on  which  the  author  has  drawn  for  guidance.  Those  who  find 
their  historical  interests  aroused  (especially  in  the  field  of  odd 
and  curious)  are  specif icially  directed  to  the  following  two  general 
works:  Ethiopia  - Treasure  House  of  Africa,  by  Melvin  J.  Kohl  and, 

The  History  of  Currency  and  Banking  in  Ethiopia  and  the  Horn  of 
Africa  from  the  Middle  Ages  to  1935;  by  Dr.  Richard  Pankhurst. 


II  - PRE-MMELIK  PERIOD 

Howland  Wood  wrote  that,  "Apart  from  those  issues  by  the  Emirs  of 
Harrar  there  appear  to  have  been  no  coins  struck  in  Ethiopia  since 
the  Aksumite  dynasty  until  the  time  of  Menelik  II."  Subsequent  re- 
search still  supports  the  above  and  Ethiopia  appears  to  have  existed 
for  about  fifteen  hundred  years  without  a national  coinage.  In  fact, 
lacking  a coinage  for  so  many  centuries  they  developed  almost  a 
phobia  against  coins  of  any  nature.  The  Maria  Theresa  thaler,  though 
the  most  commonly  used,  was  never  accepted  in  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try, and  where  it  was,  each  coin  had  to  be  "just  so"  or  it  was 
either  rejected  or  accepted  at  a discount.  This  dislike  of  coins 
was  the  primary  cause  for  the  failure  of  Egyptian  and  Italian  at- 
tempts to  establish  their  coinage  and  was  extended  to  include  the 
Menelik  and  early  Haile  Selassie  issues.  Depending  on  the  locale, 
coins  that  were  accepted  revolved  around  the  Maria  Theresa  and  a 
hodgepodge  of  East  African,  Egyptian,  Italian  (both  domestic  and 
Eritrean  issues)  and  Indian  currencies. 

Interestingly  enough,  blocks  of  salt  were  the  major  medium  of  ex- 
change for  centuries  throughout  the  greater  part  of  Ethiopia. 

These,  along  with  objects  such  as  cartridges,  cotton  cloth,  beads, 
etc  o,  were  of  such  widespread  use  as  to  develop  rates  of  exchange 
similar  to  that  of  currency.  All  of  these  items,  however,  are  be- 
yond the  scope  of  this  article. 


Ill  - ETHIOPIAN  DATING  AND  NUMBERING  SYSTEM 

There  are  seven  years  and  eight  months  difference  between  the  Ethi- 
opian and  Gregorian  calendars  with  the  former  being  behind  in  time. 
Legend  has  it  that  it  took  seven  years  and  eight  months  for  the  news 
of  the  birth  of  Christ  to  reach  Ethiopia  from  Bethlehem  and  thus  the 
Ethiopians  commenced  their  Christian  era  from  the  date  of  the  arrival 
of  the  news.  Inasmuch  as  Ethiopia  did  not  learn  about  Christianity 
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until  the  4th  Century,  there  is  probably  a more  logical  reason  for 
the  seven  plus  year  discrepancy,  but  not  half  as  interesting  as  the 
legend o 

Both  Ethiopian  and  Gregorian  years  have  the  same  number  of  days  but 
the  Ethiopian  calendar  has  thirteen  months  of  which  twelve  have  3'^ 
days,  aod  one  month  (Pagumen)  has  either  five  or  six  days  depending 
on  leap  year.  As  the  Ethiopian  New  Year  falls  in  the  Gregorian 
month  of  September,  the  Ethiopian  dates  that  appear  in  this  work 
should  show  one  Ethiopian  (EE)  with  two  Gregorian  (AD)  dates.  To 
avoid  confusion,  however,  only  the  first  Gregorian  date  will  be 
gi  ven  (i.e.  1887ES/1895AD  vice  1887EE/i895-95AD)  . Further,  unless 
specified,  all  dates  that  appear  in  the  text  will  be  Gregorian  (AD) 

In  reading  Ethiopian  coins,  the  following  may  be  of  some  help: 

a.  Amharic  numbers  are  always  shown  with  a line  above  and 
below  the  numerical  character.  They  are  as  follows: 

123^  567  890 

H r o fc  3 ? s b * 

10  20  30  1(0  3D  60  70  So  90  100 

Txto  t F f £ f I i 


b.  When  reading  numbers  such  as  21,  33;  45;  etc.,  the  number 
that  represents  the  unit  of  10  always  preceeds  the  smaller 
n umb e r . For  e xamp le : 

3 is  p;  30  is  l/J  ; and  33  is  |/|  P • 

Co  In  reading  Ethiopian  dates  those  that  end  in  other  than  a 
unit  of  ten  (i.e.  1887EE)  will  have  five  numbers.  Four 
numbers  if  ending  in  a unit  of  ten,  and  three  numbers  if 
ending  in  one  hundred.  As  an  example,  1887EE  is  siiows  as: 

IX  ^ IT  ZT  (or  10-8-100-80-7.) 

d.  Of  additional  assistance  in  reading  Amharic,  the  colon  (:) 
indicates  the  end  of  a word,  and  the  double  colon  ( : : ) 
represents  a period  or  full  stop. 


IV  - DENOMINATIONS 

There  is  considerable  reference  in  modern  works  to  the  "talari"  as 
being  an  Ethiopian  denomination.  It  has  been  suggested  that  this 
coin’s  association  with  the  Maria  Theresa  thaler  may  have  accounted 
for  the  unofficial  use  of  talari  as  a denomination.  Mr.  Kohl  goes 
on  to  suggest  that  "it  may  have  a French  overtone  such  as  the  word 
' farausy’  which  is  an  Ethiopian  word  denoting  the  difference  betweei 
the  Paris  produced  Menelik  coinage  and  that  of  Addis  Ababa."  The 
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correct  name,  however,  for  the  denomination  to  which  the  term  "ta- 
lari" has  been  ascribed,  and  that  which  appears  on  the  coins  in 

question,  is  BIR  ( i\c  ) ; the  latter  being  the  Amharic  word  for 

both  silver  and  dollar. 

WERK  ( 03C^>  )is  the  Amharic  word  for  gold  and  appears  as  the  de- 
nomination on  the  official  issues  of  that  metal.  This  denomination 
is  the  most  indiscriminately  used  of  the  whole  Ethiopian  series. 
Given  any  striking  in  gold  that  looks  remotely  like  a coin  and  it 
seems  that  it  must  have  a value  in  WERE  assigned  it.  In  fact  there 
are  only  three  Memelik  and  four  Haile  Selassie  issues  that  bear 
this  denomination.  All  else  must  be  classified  either  as  a presen- 
tation piece,  medal,  or  fantasy. 

Fractional  denominations  up  to  and  including  Emperor  Haile  Selas- 
sie’s I923EE  series  used  the  prefix  meaning  "of"  preceeding  the 
name  of  the  primary  denomination.  This  will  appear  as  ?7C5?  (of 
Girsh) ; Trie  (of  BIR) ; or  f 0)Cfc  (of  WERK) . There  then  follows 

a colon  (:)  and  the  word  describing  that  denomination's  fractional 
portion.  Aside  from  "nick-names"  which  will  be  given  with  the 
specific  coins,  there  are  five  fractional  denominations  - of  which 

four  are  represented  by  words:  00*  ©T  (matawasho  = hundreth); 

4.0^  7 (tamun  = eithth);  (rub  - fourth);  and  KIR 

(alad  = half).  The  fifth  fraction  (l/32nd)  appears  as  a number 

V}  B ^ • Finally,  the  number  one  appears  both  as  a number  ( ^ ) 

and  as  a word  ( and  = one ) . 

A further  word  of  caution  when  reading  catalogues  whe.re  gold  coins 
are  offered  for  sale.  Check  the  coin  in  question  before  accepting 
the  letters  "N.D."  (no  date).  All  legitimate  Ethiopian  coins  carry 
dates  in  Amharic  numbers,  and  all  dates  (except  for  some  speculative 
issues)  are  in  the  Ethiopian  Era. 


V - EMPEROR  MENELIK  II  - EARLY  COINAGE 

Menelik  II  (1844-1913  AD)  became  King  of  Shewa  (Shoa)  at  the  age  of 
21  and  on  the  death  (in  1889)  of  Yohannes  IV  he  became  Emperor. 

For  one  who  never  left  the  confines  of  his  isolated  mountains, 
Menelik  was  surprisingly  advanced  in  his  outlook.  This  may  have 
been  the  result  of  the  interest  Europe  was  taking  in  Africa  at  that 
time  for  it  was  not  uncommon  for  explorers,  traders,  and  adventurers 
to  travel  in  the  Abyssinian  highlands.  Reports  continually  refer 
to  his  foreign  advisors  and  their  influence  was  apparently  consider- 
able. As  early  as  1875  the  French  traveler  Pierre  Arrnoux  urged 
Menelik  to  establish  his  own  currency.  In  1888,  while  still  King 
of  Shewa,  Menelik  sent  his  Swiss  advisor  Alfred  Ily  to  Europe  to 
search  for  a minting  press.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the  collapse 
( in  1891)  of  a short  period  of  friendship  with  Italy  that  the  Emper- 
or was  galvanized  into  taking  positive  steps  to  obtain  his  own  coin- 
age o He  abandoned  an  agreement  with  the  Italian  Government  to 
strike  coins  in  Rome  and  on  the  advice  of  a French  advisor,  Leon 
Chefreux,  he  published  a decree  of  9 February  1893  in  which  he 
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"created  a national  currency  to  be  struck  at  the  Paris  mint  as  a 
guarantee  of  their  purity  and  good  execution."8-  The  coins  described 
in  Chapter  VI  (designed  by  Jean  Legrange  of  the  Paris  Mint)  were 
the  result  of  this  action. 

Prior  to  the  above  issues  three  "coins"  have  been  ascribed  to  the 
early  days  of  Menelik's  reign.  The  first  is  of  copper  and  may  well 
be  a medal.  Wood  suggests  that  it  possibly  belongs  to  one  of  Mene- 
lik's predecessors  such  as  Emperors  Theodore  or  John.  The  legend 
has  yet  to  be  translated  as  the  only  recorded  specimen  shown  below 
(from  the  American  Numismatic  Society's  cabinet)  is  of  too  poor  a 
quality  to  correctly  attribute. 


The  next  may  also  be  a medal  issued  during  Menelik's  tenure  as  King 
as  it  does  not  contain  a denomination  and  as  it  was  issued  before 
the  death  (or  apparently  so)  of  Yohannes  it  would  be  unlikely  that 
Menelik  would  have  "coining  privileges".  It  has  the  lion  on  the 
obverse  and  on  the  reverse  are  the  words: 

b : *)  > : ur  9 : .... 

"Menelik  : King  : Shewa  : ? 

(The  fourth  word  is  reported  to  be  "Established") 

The  metal  is  copper;  diameter-21  mm;  weight -3. 087  grams.  It  is 
one  of  those  objects  which  hang  on  the  fringes  of  known  issues  beg- 
ging to  be  placed  but  lacking  an  adequate  degree  of  references  to 
do  so. 

The  last  coin  of  this  period  shown  below  has  sufficient  bonafides 
to  suggest  that  it  is  an  authorative  issue.  It  has  been  reported 
to  be  the  last  output  of  the  Harrar  mint  following  the  capture  of 
that  city  in  1887  by  Menelik's  forces.  It  is  in  silver  and  two 
varieties  are  in  the  American  Numismatic  Society's  collection.  The 
first  variety  has  dots  on  both  sides  of  the  crown  on  the  obverse 
and  the  second  variety  lacks  dots  on  the  left  of  the  crown.  This 
latter  variety  may  be  the  result  of  a worn  die  rather  than  a new 
engraving.  The  coins  differ  in  weight,  being  1-372  and  1.457  grams 
respectively. 

No.  1 - Yeoman  No.  (None)  - 1 Mahaleki  - Issue  Unknown 


Var.  1 Var.  2 


Obv:  Crown,  around  - 

Translates  as:  Menelik  : King  : (of)  Kings. 
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Rev: 


Date  - i£PlTD  1885EE  (1892AD),  the 
word  (Ethiopia),  and  the 

denomination  ^ (one  Mahaleki). 

Note:  Metal-silver;  diameter-15  mm;  weight -varies; 

edge-plain. 

VI  - MODERN  MENELIK  COINAGE  - PARIS  MINT 

This  first  issue,  the  Legrange  series,  falls  into  two  loose  divis- 
ions, i.e.  the  limited  silver  1887EE  and  the  token  1888EE  copper 
and  silver  issues;  and  the  more  extensive  1889EE  issue „ 

Jean  Legrange  was  Chief  Engraver  at  the  Paris  Mint  from  l88o  through 
1896.  His  issues  bear  the  fasces  as  his  mark.  Leonard  Forrer  on 
page  271*  Vol.  3 * of  his  Biographical  Dictionary  of  Medallists  re- 
ported that:  "The  first  coinage  of  Menelik,  Emperor  of  Abyssinia, 

issued  at  the  Paris  Mint  in  1894,  and  consisting  of  four  pieces, 
the  Talari,  Half,  Quarter,  and  Eighth  Talari,  bears  Lagrange's  sig- 
nature in  full.  The  artist  exhibited  Proof*  and  Pattern  pieces  of 
the  l/2,  l/3**  and  l/4  Talari  at  the  Universal  Exposition  of  1900." 

There  are  two  phrases  that  repeat  themselves  on  the  obverse  and  re- 
verse of  most  of  Menelik' s coins.  To  avoid  repetition  they  are 
given  below  and  then  will  be  subsequently  indicated  by  the  word 
"phrase".  The  phrase  that  appears  on  the  obverse  is: 

£ y <r?:  h : f 7-lv : Y 7r^  '.HWl'kS  " 

This  translates  to:  "Second  : Menelik  : King  : (of)  Kings  : 

(of)  Ethiopia" 

The  phrase  on  the  reverse  is: 

"(He  is  the)  Conqueror  : (the)  Lion  : (of  the)  Tribe  : (of)  Judah" 

There  is  a third  phrase  that  appears  on  the  edge  of  the  BIR  but  it 
will  be  discussed  later  with  that  coin. 


lx 1887EE  (1895AD) 


(French  mint  reports  indicate  that  issues  2 through  5 were  struck 
in  I89UAD.) 

No.  2 - Yeoman  No.  6 - One  Eighth  BIR  - Issue  25*000 

For  design,  see  No.  5*  On  the  reverse  is  the 

denomination  ffic  (of  BIR  : eighth.) 


* Excepting  the  above  French  mint  records  do  not  indicate  any 
proofs  struck  for  distribution  of  any  of  the  Menelik  series. 

**  Presumed  to  be  an  error  and  should  be  l/8th  talari. 
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Referred  to  as  a "Tamun"  or  as  a "Boala" . 

Note:  Metal-silver;  diameter-20  mm;  edge-milled. 

No.  3 ~ Yeoman  No.  7 - One  Fourth  BIR  - Issue  15,030 

For  design  see  No.  5°  On  the  reverse  is  the 

denomination  (of  BIR  : fourth. ) 

Referred  to  as  a "Rub". 

Note:  Metal-silver;  diameter-2^-  mm;  weight-7 -0187  grams; 

edge-milled . 

No.  b - Yeoman  No.  8 - One  Half  BIR  - Issue  10,000 

For  design  see  No.  5®  On  the  reverse  is  the 

denomination  ?7)C  : (of  BIR  : half.) 

Referred  to  as  an  "Alad". 

Note:  Metal-silver;  diameter-30  mm;  weight-lh.0375  grams; 

edge-milled . 

No.  5 - Yeoman  No.  9 - One  BIR  - Issue  20,000 


Obv:  Phrase,  bust,  date,  and  the  engravers  name. 

Paris  mint  marks  are:  comucopia-A-fasces . 

During  this  period  the  "A"  represented  the  Paris 
mint  mark;  the  cornucopia,  the  director  of  the 
Mint,  Jean-Louis  Ruau;  and  the  fasces,  the  mark 
of  the  Chief  Engraver,  Jean  Lagrange.  Subse- 
quently, the  "A"  mint  mark  was  dropped  and  the 
cornucopia  became  the  Paris  mint  mark.  The 
fasces  remained  on  the  coins  for  the  years 
1887  and  1888  EE.  It  was  changed  to  a torch 
in  1889  EE  (see  coin  No.  13). 

Rev:  Phrase,  lion  with  standard  and  left  foot  raised. 

Denomination  h 7£:>flC  (one  : BIR) . 

Edge: 

"Ethiopia  stretches  her  hands  to  God". 

Dr.  Pankhurst  advised  that  the  above  Amharic 
letters  are  abbreviations  of  the  following: 

- KSi'S’Y J : m:  uvEhMcLcJ:: 
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Note:  Metal-silver;  diameter-40  mm;  weight-28.075 

(slightly  heavier  than  the  Maria  Theresa  thaler 
which  weighs  28.0668  grams). 


IXZTTX  1838EE  (1896AD) 

-*- 

No.  6 - Yeoman  No.  2 - One  Fourth  Gersh  - Issue  200 

For  design  see  No.  7*  For  explanation  see  No.  8.  On 

the  reverse  is  the  denomination  f YCfc  : Vn  (of 
Gersh  : fourth) . 

Referred  to  as  a "Half  Besa"  or  just  "Besa"  (see  No.  7 
below) . 

Note:  Metal-. 750  copper/. 250  zinc;  diameter-26  mm; 

edge-plain. 

No.  7 - Yeoman  No.  3 - One  Half  Gersh  - Issue  200 


For  explanation  see  No.  8.  On  the  reverse  is  the  denomin- 
ation V7C*  : %‘S  n (of  Gersh  : half). 

Referral  to  either  as  a "Besa"  or  a "double  Besa"  (see 
No . 6 above) . 

Note:  Metal-as  No.  6;  diameter-30.25  mm;  edge-plain. 

No.  8 - Yeoman  No.  4 - One  Gersh  - Issue  200 


Obv:  Phrase,  bust,  the  name  Legrange  below  the  bust. 

Rev:  Cross,  phrase,  cross,  date  - all  around  an  inner 
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circle  of  beads.  Within  the  circle  is  the  denomin- 
ation i 7CX  (l  Gersh);  and  the  Paris  mint 
marks : ““cornucopia,  A,  and  fasces. 

Note:  Metal-as  No.  6;  diameter-38  mm;  edge-plain. 


No.  9 
No.  10 


Yeoman  No.  6 - One  Eighth  BIR  - Issue  200 
As  No.  2 but  dated  1888EE. 

Yeoman  No.  7 - One  Quarter  BIR  - Issue  200 
As  No.  3 tut  dated  1888EE. 


No.  11  - Yeoman  No.  8 - One  Half  BIR  - Issue  200 
As  No.  4 but  dated  1888EE. 


No.  12  - Yeoman  No.  9 - One  BIR  - Issue  200 
As  No.  5 but  dated  1888EE. 


-*- 

1889EE  (1897 AD) 


No.  13  - Yeoman  No.  1 - One  Hundredth  BIR  - Issue  500,000 


Obv:  As  No.  8 

Rev:  As  No.  8 except  for  the  date  and  in  the  center  the 

denomination  ffic  OO-ftP1?  (of  BIR  hundredth); 
and  the  change  in  Paris  mint  marks  to  cornucopia, 

A,  and  torch.  Due  to  a change  in  mint  engravers, 
Henri  Auguste  Julse  Patey  replacing  Jean  Lagrange, 
the  fasces  was  changed  to  Patey* s mark,  the  torch. 
This  and  subsequent  Paris  issues  have  this  latter 
mint  mark. 

Referred  to  as  a "Matonya". 

Note:  Metal  as  No.  8;  diameter-25  mm;  weight -5  grams; 

edge -plain. 
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Obv:  Phrase,  bust,  and  date. 

Rev:  Phrase,  lion  with  standard  and  left  leg  raised. 

Below  the  lion  is  the  name  of  the  engraver  (Legrange) 
the  new  Paris  mint  marks  (see  No.  13);  and  the  de- 
nomination 1 : Gersh.  This  issue  variously  called 
a "Mahelek",  "Gersh",  "Piastre",  and/or  "Tamun". 

Note:  Metal-silver;  diameter- 16  mm;  weight -1.40375  grams; 
edge-milled. 

Commentary:  According  to  Howland  Wood,  the  Gersh  was 

originally  intended  to  be  l/20th  of  a BIR  (French 
mint  reports  confirm  this)  but  subsequently  it  was 
decreed  that  it  would  be  l/l6th  of  a BIR  to  be 
equivalent  to  the  British  India  two  Annas ... "which 
with  the  rupee  had  come  into  quite  general  circul- 
ation in  the  eastern  part  of  the  Kingdom. "a  This 
was  an  arbitrary  relationship  and  no  attempt  was 
made  to  alter  the  coins . 

No.  15  - Yeoman  No.  7 - One  Fourth  BIR  - Issue  400,000 

As  No.  3 but  dated  1889EE  and  mint  marks  as  No.  13. 

No.  16  - Yeoman  No.  8 - One  Half  BIR  - Issue  (see  below) 

As  No.  4 but  dated  1889EE  and  mint  marks  as  No.  13. 

Note:  This  coin  was  struck  with  the  same  date  frozen  over 

a number  of  years  by  the  Paris  Mint  (total  420,000): 
I897AD-3OO,  000 ; 1915AD-20, 000;  I925AD-IOO, 000 . 

No.  17  - Yeoman  No.  9 - One  BIR  - Issue  417.,  550 

As  No.  5 but  dated  1889EE  and  mint  marks  as  No.  13* 


VII  - MENELIK  - ADDIS  ABABA  MINT 

In  1903  Emperor  Menelik  appropriated  10, 000  Pounds  Sterling  from 
the  Italian  Indemnity  Fund  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  his  own 
mint  in  the  capital  city  of  Addis  Ababa.  "The  Mint  equipment  came 
from  the  Austrian  firm  of  Arthur  Krupp  and  the  machinery  was  set  up 
by  Willy  Hentze,  an  Austrian  engineer.  The  old  Addis  Ababa  mint 
building  with  corrugated  sheet  metal  roof  is  located  in  the  Royal 
Compound  in  an  uncertain  state  of  preservation. . .So  far  as  I have 
been  able  to  learn  the  equipment  is  still  intact  within  the  build- 
ing."13 (This  letter  was  written  in  1975*  Apparently  the  Italians 
did  not  remove  the  equipment  for  it  figured  later  in  the  1941-43 
Anglo -Ethiopian  currency  negotiations.)  The  mint  went  into  produc- 
tion in  approximately  1903/04  with  an  Armenian,  Hagop  Bagdarsarian, 
as  mint  master.  It  continued  to  operate  with  varying  degrees  of 
success  until  shortly  after  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  Haile 
Sellassie.  "Hagop  Bagdassarian' s administration  of  the  Addis  Ababa 
mint,  by  most  prevailing  standards,  was  undesirable  to  say  the  least. 
The  man  died  mysteriously  shortly  after  the  closure  of  the  mint."0 

In  this  same  period  the  dissatisfaction  with  the  style  of  the  earlier 
coinage  was  corrected  by  asking  Jules  Clement  Chaplain,  a noted 
French  sculptor,  to  redesign  Legrange' s work  (July  1898  according 
to  Forrer)  with  the  lion  on  the  reverse  having  his  right  leg  raised 
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holding  the  standard.  "The  Emperor  followed  the  precept  of  the 
Ethiopian  Coptic  Church,  (via  the  Christian  Church  at  Alexandria, 
Egypt)  in  his  belief  that  the  Virgin  Mary,  Mother  of  Christ,  car- 
ried the  child  in  the  fold  of  her  right  arm  and  thus  this  signifi- 
cant change  in  coin  design  seemed  more  honorable  to  Ethiopia  from 
Menelik's  point  of  view."13  The  work  was  performed  at  the  Paris 
mint  from  dies  "cut  by  Franz  Pawlik,  first  Medalist  of  the  Vienna 
mint,  employing  a combination  of  the  models  by  Jean  Lagrange  and 
Jules  Chaplain."0  The  complete  dies  bearing  the  date  1889EE  and 
sans  Paris  mint  marks  were  forwarded  to  Addis  Ababa  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  mint's  construction  was  completed. 

The  coins  struck  at  Addis  Ababa  do  not  bear  mint  marks  and  few  re- 
cords are  available  as  to  how  many  coins  were  issued.  From  their 
availability  on  the  numismatic  market  it  is  assumed  that  the  total 
output  of  the  silver  and  gold  issues  were  not  large  as  the  silver 
(according  to  Mr.  Kohl)  rarely  circulated  outside  of  Addis  Ababa. 

The  following  entries  are  out  of  time  sequence  for  while  dated 
I889EE  they  were  not  struck  until  on,  or  after,  1895EE  when  the 
Addis  Ababa  mint  opened  and  thus  post-date  in  part  the  Paris  mint 
strikings  of  1889EE,  189IEE,  and  1895EE.  Exceptions  to  the  above 
are  those  Paris  mint  strikings  dated  1895EE  (Nos.  29  and  30)  which 
were  struck  over  several  years  to  supplement  the  smaller  Addis 
Ababa  output . 


-*- 

? TT  U 1889EE  (1897AD)  Continued 


No.  l8  - Yeoman  No.  17  - One  Thirty-second  BIR  - Issue  Unknown 


Obv:  Phrase,  bust,  and  date. 

Rev:  Phrase,  lion  bearing  standard  with  right  leg 

raised.  The  dies  for  this  coin  had  been  origin- 
ally engraved  for  a silver  one-eighth  BIR  as  part 
of  the  subsequent  Nos.  21  and  22  series.  Since  a 
smaller  denomination  in  copper  was  desired  the 

denomination  ?-nc  : * (of  BIR  : eighth) 

below  the  lion  was  mutilated  and  the  coin  was 
issued  as  a l/32nd  BIR  while  a new  die  reverse 
was  engraved. 

Note:  Metal-. 750  copper/. 250  zinc;  diameter-20  mm;  edge- 

milled  and  plain;  planchets  vary  in  thickness. 
Amount  struck  presumed  to  be  large  from  the  number 
still  available. 

No.  19  - Yeoman  No.  17a  - One  Thirty-second  BIR  - Issue  (see  below) 
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< 


No.  20 


No.  21 


No.  22 


Obverse  and  reverse  as  No.  l8  except  that  the  denomination 

Vfic  : </?!?  (of  BIR  : 32nd)  appears  on  the  base 
of  the  reverse . 

Issues  struck:  1922AD  - 300,000;  1931AD  - 748,612; 

1933AD  - 2,304,064. 

Referred  to  as  a "Besa". 


Comment:  This  writer  is  unable  to  explain  why  this  is 

the  only  issue  produced  by  the  Addis  Ababa  mint 
for  which  records  were  kept. 


Yeoman  No.  l8  - One  Gersh  - Issue  Unknown 

For  design  see  No.  22.  On  the  reverse  is  the  denomination 

1 Gersh. 

Note:  Metal-silver;  diameter-17  mm;  edge-milled. 


Yeoman  No.  19  - One  Fourth  BIR  - Issue  Unknown 

For  design  see  No.  22.  On  the  reverse  is  the  denomination 

of  BIR  : fourth. 

Note:  Metal-silver;  diameter-25  *5  mm;  edge -milled. 

Yeoman  No.  20  - One  Half  BIR  - Issue  Unknown 


Obv:  Phrase,  bust,  and  date. 

Rev:  Phrase,  lion  bearing  standard  with  right  leg 

raised.  Below  denomination  of  BIR  : half. 

Note:  Metal-silver;  diameter-30.2  mm;  edge-milled. 

No.  23  - Yeoman  No.  11  - One  Fourth  Werk  - Issue  Unknown 

For  design  see  No.  25*  On  the  reverse  is  the  denomination 

?<]DC4> : w-n  (of  Werk  : fourth). 

Note:  Metal-gold;  diameter-16  mm;  weight-2.49  grams 

(though  will  vary,  see  Commentary  with  No.  25); 
edge-milled . 
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No.  24 


No. 


25 


Yeoman  No.  12  - One  Half  Werk  - Issue  Unknown 

For  design  see  No.  25.  On  the  reverse  is  the  denomination 

W c*  : (of  Werk  : half). 

Note:  Metal-gold;  diameter-l8  mm;  weight-2.91  grams 

(though  will  vary,  see  Commentary  with  No.  25); 
edge -milled. 

Yeoman  No.  13  - One  Werk  - Issue  Unknown 


Obv:  Phrase,  smaller  bust  of  Emperor  above  a partial 

wreath,  below  date. 

Rev:  Phrase,  lion  with  standard  and  right  leg  raised. 

Below,  denomination  A ( 1 : Werk) . 

Note:  Metal-gold;  diameter-20  mm;  weight -3. 69  grams 

(though  will  vary  with  weights  reported  to  be 
from  less  than  that  of  a half  Werk  to  more  than 
twice  the  above  weight,  (6.424  grams  of  one  known 
specimen);  edge-milled. 

Commentary:  Robert  Friedberg  in  his  2nd  edition  of  Gold 

Coins  of  the  World,  pp.  90;  indicates  the  exist- 
ence of  a l/8th  Werk  and  2 Werks.  Spink  & Son, 
London,  in  their  June  1972  issue  of  Numismatic 
Circular,  pp.  255;  reports  a 2 Werk  with  the  "de- 
nomination  removed" . Regretfully  neither  have 
illustrated  the  coins  in  question.  Please  refer 
to  the  comments  in  Chapter  IV.  It  is  not  impos- 
sible that  l/8th  and  2 Werk  dies  were  made  although 
the  writer  has  found  no  record  that  they  were. 
Should  there  be  l/8th  and  2 Werk  dies  made  the 
coins  struck  from  them  would  have  to  be  less  than 
l6mm  and  more  than  22mm  in  diameter  respectively 
and  the  design  would  be  expected  to  be  as  that 
described  for  No.  25  above.  To  re-emphasize  an 
earlier  statement  gold  coins  bearing  the  portrait 
of  Menelik  and  whose  designs  differ  from  Nos.  23- 
25  - and  where  mutilation  occurs  on  the  reverse 

below  the  lion  - were  struck  from  silver  dies 
for  use  as  presentation  pieces.  Further,  one 
can  safely  assume  that  any  l/4,  l/2  and  1 Werk 
whose  weight  varies  radically  from  those  afore 
mentioned  were  also  struck  for  use  as  presentation 
pieces  as  the  Ethiopian  mint  officials  were  as 
knowledgeable  of  the  value  of  gold  as  their  count- 
erparts elsewhere. 


IS  189IEE  (1898AD) 


-*- 


No.  26 


Yeoman  No.  5 - One  Gersh  - Issue  4,000,000 
As  No.  14  (Legrange  design)  except  for  date. 
Struck  at  Paris. 


1892EE  (1899AD) 


No.  27  - Yeoman  No.  10  - One  BIR  - Issue  401,000 


Obv:  Phrase,  re -styled  bust  of  Emperor,  date,  ornate 

rim  design. 

Rev:  Phrase,  more  majestic  lion  with  right  leg  raisedo 

Below,  Paris  mint  marks  (cornucopia  and  torch), 
denomination  one  : BIR.  Same  ornate  rim  design 
as  the  obverse.  The  name  of  the  designer,  J.  Co 
Chaplain,  appears  behind  the  left  rear  leg  of 
the  lion. 


Edge : 


Note : 


is 


Phrase  as  No.  5 though  the  last  word  "GOD" 

spelled  as  . The  edge  is  not  as  well 

engraved  as  No.  5 and  the  lettering  is  smaller. 

Metal- silver;  diameter-40  mm;  weight -28 .075  grams. 


Commentary:  With  the  possible  exception  of  some  later 

gold  presentation  pieces  using  the  one  BIR  dies, 
the  one  BIR  silver  issues  were  struck  by  the  Paris 
mint  as  it  was  found  that  the  mint  equipment  at 
Addis  Ababa  was  incapable  of  striking  these 
heavier  coins. 


-■*- 

IX?  ft  1895EE  (1902AD) 

No.  28  - Yeoman  No.  5 - One  Gersh  - Issue  (see  below) 

As  No.  14  but  new  date.  All  struck  in  Paris. 

Total  strikings  with  the  date  frozen  were 
44,788,764.  Paris  mint  records  break  this  down 
as  (all  dates  AD) : 1903-300,000;  1910-2,000,000; 

1911-8,000,000;  1912-500,000;  1913-500,000;  1922- 
988,764;  1925-2,500,000;  1926-10,568,352;  1927- 
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Note : 


4, 415,888;  and  1928-15,015,760.  The  coins  from 
1913  on  were  struck  during  the  reigns  of  Emperor 
Lij  Yasu,  Empress  Zauditu  and  end  in  the  year 
that  Haile  Selassie  was  crowned  King. 

No.  29  - Yeoman  No.  7 - One  Fourth  BIR  - Issue  (see  below) 

As  No.  3 but  new  date.  All  struck  at  Paris. 

Note:  Total  Paris  mint  strikings  with  date  frozen 

821,351.  (Add  dates  AD)  : 1903-271,351;  1904- 

230,000;  1905-20,000;  1915-100,000;  and  1925- 

200, 000 . 

No.  30  - Yeoman  No.  10  - One  BIR  - Issue  (see  below) 

As  No.  27  but  new  date.  All  struck  in  Paris. 

Note:  Total  Paris  mint  strikings  with  date  frozen 

459,280.  (All  dates  AD):  1901-93,722;  1903- 

135,  558;  and  1904-230,000. 


VIII  - MENELIK  - PATTERNS,  FANTASIES  & PRESENTATION  PIECES 

This  list  will  barely  strike  the  surface  for  with  the  exception  of 
clear  fantasies  the  number  of  strikings  in  gold  for  use  as  presen- 
tation pieces  by  Menelik,  Zauditu,  and  Haile  Selassie  were  consider- 
able. It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  there  may  have  been  a presen- 
tation piece  in  gold  made  from  each  of  the  silver  denomination  dies 
and  at  least  one  of  the  copper  denominations  at  one  time  or  the 
other  during  Menelik' s reign.  To  further  confuse  the  collector  the 
variations  in  weight  found  in  the  Werk  series  have  caused  many  to 
classify  these  denominations  as  presentation  pieces  also.  (See 
Commentary  with  .coin  No.  25,  Chapter  VII  and  the  introduction  to 
Chapter  VI  regarding  patterns  and  proofs.) 

There  are  also  a considerable  number  of  patterns  from  both  the  French 
mint  at  Paris  and  the  Austrian  mint  at  Vienna.  Most  of  the  former 
seemed  to  have  escaped  into  the  numismatic  market  while  most  of 
those  from  the  Austrian  mint  appear  to  have  been  acquired  by  the 
Kunsthistorisches  Museum  in  Vienna. 

As  for  proofs  the  collector  is  cautioned  to  regard  any  reported 
sets  with  suspicion.  As  mentioned  before  Lagrange  exhibited  both 
proof  and  pattern  pieces  in  the  Universal  Exposition  of  1900  and 
several  of  the  Vienna  patterns  mentioned  above  are  in  proof  condi- 
tion. As  to  sets  specifically  created  by  the  Paris  mint  for  dis- 
tribution, however,  none  were  reported  in  their  records. 

EM  01  - Pattern  (18S9EE),  Vienna  Mint,  Kunsthistorisches  Museum. 

Set  of  six  pieces,  designed  by  Franz  X.  Pawlik,  all  uniface, 
showing  the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  l/4,  l/2  and  1 Werk 
dies  (right  leg  raised).  These  dies  were  then  forwarded  to 
the  mint  at  Paris  where  they  were  re -touched  and  new  dies 
prepared  for  Nos.  23-25.  Metal  used  for  these  patterns, 
unknown . 

EM  02  - Pattern  (1889EE),  Vienna  Mint,  Kunsthistorisches  Museum. 

Set  of  ten  pieces,  designed  by  Pawlik,  all  uniface,  showing 
the  obverse  and  reverse  of  the  1 Gersh,  l/8,  l/4,  l/2,  and 
1 BIR  dies  (right  leg  raised).  As  illustrated  below, 
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Pawlik  followed  very  closely  Legrangefe  earlier  design  for 
the  obverse.  Chaplain  seems  to  have  then  re-styled  the  ob- 
verse and  followed  Pawlik* s design  for  the  reverse. 

One  BIR  obverse: 


Lagrange  (final) 


Pawlik  (pattern) 


Chaplain  (final) 


One  BIR  reverse: 


Lagrange  (final) 


Pawlik  (pattern) 
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Chaplain  (final) 


- Pattern.  The  following  is  quoted  from  the  Hans  M.  F. 
Schulman/Abner  Kreisberg  catalogue,  April  3 /4,  1959;  PP«  3^ 
#530-  Photographs  not  available. 

"Large  trial  piece  by  Pawlik  for  a 1901  talari.  . 

Brass  planchet  with  Lion  of  Judah  in  red  plastic.  Rev:  In 

Pawlik’ s script.  'Revrs  - Modelle  Fuer  Abessyniche  Muenzen. 
Fecit  F.  X.  Pawlik'." 

- Pattern,  1 Gersh  as  No.  20  struck  on  a thin  square  gold 
planchet  by  the  Austrian  mint.  The  die  has  the  old  Paris 
mint  marks  which  were  removed  for  the  subsequent  Addis 
Ababa  silver  issues.  For  photograph,  see  Hans  M.  F. 

Schulman  catalogue  April  6-8,  1967;  entry  #243  • 

- Pattern,  uniface,  in  copper,  of  the  obverse  of  No.  5 (Yeo- 
man No.  9 - 1 BIR) . Not  the  final  result  as  face  subse- 
quently strengthened.  See  photo  Hans  M.  F.  Schulman  cata- 
logue November  10-12,  1966,  entry  #1305. 

- Pattern,  uniface  striking  in  copper  of  the  obverse  of  No. 

27  - One  BIR  - 1890  EE.  Name  of  J.  C.  Chaplain  under  chin. 
Very  probably  the  design  from  which  the  final  dies  were  pre- 
pared (sans  designers  name)  for  the  1892EE  issue. 


» 


EM  03 


m o4 


I 


EM  05 


EM  06 
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EM  07  - Pattern,  as  EM  06  above  except  Chaplian's  name  removed  and 
struck  on  a coin  sized  planchet.  See  Hans  M.  F.  Schulman 
catalogue  May  26-28,  1970,  entry  #355. 

EM  03  - Pattern  - as  EM  07  above  but  in  silver  - reported  in  the 

1954  Sotheby  & Co.  sale  of  the  Palace  Collection  of  Egypt. 
Same  entry  also  reports  a copper  uniface  which  may  be  one 
of  the  above.  Entry  #2624. 

EM  09  - Pattern  ? - A 189OEE  One  Werk  has  been  reported,  21  mm  in 
diameter,  weight  7*479  grams.  Crown  more  ornate  and  metal 
redder.  Unavailable  for  examination. 

EM  10  - Fantasy  - In  silver,  diameter  40  mm.  One  BIR.  Origin  un- 
known though  reported  by  Hans  M.  F.  Schulman  to  have  been  a 
product  of  the  Paris  mint  and  limited  to  nine  pieces.  See 
also  the  Haile  Selassie  fantasy  for  I923EE.  Notice  that 
the  bust  and  lion  face  in  the  opposite  direction.  Date 
I889EE . 


EM  11  - Fantasy  - as  above  except  in  gold,  weights  reported  at  31*6 
and  38.3  grams. 

EM  12  - Counterfeit?  - 1 Gersh,  style  as  No.  19  (20  mm),  metal  pos- 
sibly brass,  engraving  poor  but  clear  and  readable.  On  the 
obverse  an  anemic  lion  with  standard,  left  leg  raised.  Be- 
low a large  cornucopia,  the  Amharic  number  and  word  for  1 
Gersh,  and  a large  torch.  Photograph  not  available. 

The  following  are  a few  of  the  reported  gold  presentation  pieces 
made  from  silver  dies.  To  determine  from  which  silver  denomination 
the  presentation  piece  was  struck  first  check  the  reverse.  All,  or 
a portion,  of  the  original  denomination  may  still  be  legible  as  the 
mutilation  of  the  denomination  - when  done  - was  individually  per- 
formed after  the  presentation  piece  was  struck.  If  the  above  is 
impossible,  check  the  date  and  diameter  and  then  compare  them  both 
to  the  regular  silver  issues  of  that  period. 

EM  13  - Presentation  piece  - gold,  one  Gersh  as  No.  20,  I889EE. 

EM  14  - Presentation  piece  - gold,  one  fourth  BIR  as  No.  21,  1889EE; 
weight  of  one  reported  at  11.035  grams. 

EM  15  - Presentation  piece  - gold,  one  half  BIR  as  No.  22,  1889EE. 
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IX 


EMPEROR  LIJ  YASU  - 1913  to  1916AD 


A nephew  of  Menelik,  the  Emperor  Lij  Yasu  ascended  to  the  throne  in 
1911  on  the  illness  of  his  uncle.  Due  to  conflict  in  religion  (he 
became  a Moslem)  he  was  deposed  in  1916.  No  coins,  patterns,  or 
presentation  pieces  are  known  bearing  either  his  likeness  or  titles. 
Coins  of  Menelik  were  struck  during  this  period  with  dates  frozen 
( see  No.  28) . 


X - EMPRESS  ZAUDITU  1916  to  1930AD 

Empress  Zauditu  (Judith),  1897-1930;  daughter  of  Menelik,  became 
Empress  in  1916.  At  the  same  time,  her  cousin,  Ras  Taffari  (Haile 
Selassie  i),  having  been  instrumental  in  deposing  Emperor  Lij  Yasu 
was  appointed  regent  and  heir  to  the  throne.  The  Empress  reigned 
for  14  years.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  writer  that  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  re-strikes  of  Emperor  Menelik  (Nos.  28-30),  no  coins 
were  issued  during  the  reign  of  the  Empress  bearing  her  likeness. 
True,  there  were  dies  that  were  engraved  for  this  purpose  but  the 
extreme  rarity  of  the  few  examples  found  relegate  this  series  to 
the  status  of  presentation  pieces. 

"The  sculptor  for  the  obverse  design  was  Marcel  Paul  Dammann,  with 
a reverse  design  by  Chaplain.  Although  the  dies  originated  at 
Paris,  the  coins  were  struck  in  Addis  Ababa. "c  This  quote  from 
Mr.  Kohl’s  work  introduces  a rather  puzzling  series.  It  has  not 
been  confirmed  that  the  dies  prepared  by  the  Paris  mint  were  for 
both  the  obverse  and  reverse.  The  Empress'  bust  (designed  by  the 
French  sculptor  Dammann,  a former  pupil  of  Chaplain)  appears  on 
presentation  pieces  measuring  20,  25,  30*5;  and  40  mm  in  diameter 
respectively  - being  compatable  in  size  to  the  Menelik  l/32nd  (and 
l/8th)  BIR  and  his  l/4,  l/2  and  1 BIR.  Examinations  so  far,  however, 
show  only  a 1 BIR  reverse  which  could  have  been  prepared  for  the 
Empress  and  this  may  have  been  taken  from  the  Pawlik  die  illustrated 
under  EM  02.  The  remaining  pieces  appear  to  have  been  struck  using 
reverses  of  the  I889EE  dies.  These  were  designed  by  Chaplain  for 
Menelik  only  as  the  former  had  died  in  1909  and  thus  could  not  have 
contributed  to  new  dies  for  the  Empress.  The  miss-match  of  the  rim 
designs  shown  below  is  significant  to  the  claim  that  reverses  were 
not  prepared  as  the  professionalism  of  the  Paris  mint  would  hardly 
condone  such  an  action. 

There  are  a few  silver  one  half  BIR  coins  known  (some  in  gilt)  but 
generally  most  of  the  issues  are  in  gold,  vary  in  weight,  and  were 
struck  from  whichever  sized  die  she  felt  desirable  for  the  occasion. 
She  is  reported  to  have  "cornered  the  market"  on  gold  during  her 
reign  which  probably  accounts  for  the  rarity  of  her  presentation 
pieces . 

In  most  cases  as  each  presentation  piece  was  struck  the  original 
denomination  was  individually  mutilated.  Where  this  has  been  done 
a comparison  of  the  diameter  will  give  the  collector  the  original 
die  selected. 

Following  is  a photograph  of  the  largest  issue  - a mutilated  one 
BIR  that  was  provided  by  courtesy  of  A.  H.  Baldwin  & Sons,  London. 

If  one  needs  more  proof  that  these  are  presentation  pieces  and  not 
coins,  then  consider  that  this  example  weighs  in  at  4l.ll  grams. 
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Obv:  Crowned  bust __of_Empress  facing  left.  Below  bust  is 

the  date  | b ? I £ ( 1917EE/1924AD) . 

Beneath  the  chin  of  the  Empress  is  the  name  of  the 
engraver  M.  Dammann  and  around  the  bust  is  the  phrase: 

Vfffl'  : J?t*+  fcf  :: 

(Zauditu  : Queen  : (of)  Queens  : (of)  Ethiopia.) 

The  rim  design  is  in  the  ornate  Chaplain  style. 

Rev:  Standard  phrase,  lion  with  the  right  leg  raised; 

below  the  lion  the  denomination  (one  : BIR)  obliter- 
ated; the  rim  is  beaded.  See  comments  at  the  begin- 
ning of  this  chapter.  Also,  see  EM  02. 

Edge:  Plain. 

Note:  Metal-gold;  diameter-40  mm;  weight-40.11  grams; 

thickness-2  mm. 


XI  - HAILE  SELASSIE  I - 1930  to  1975AD 

Ras  Taffari  was  born  23  July  1891.  He  was  crowned  King  (Negus)  in 
1928  and  after  the  death  of  his  cousin,  Empress  Zaudita,  he  was 
crowned  Emperor  on  2 November  1930  (1923EE).  At  his  coronation  he 
took  the  name  of  Haile  Selassie  I. 

In  order  to  create  some  semblance  of  numismatic  order  the  coins  of 
the  Emperor  will  be  divided  into  several  categories  and  treated 
separately.  There  is  the  Negus  (King)  Taffari  series  of  192.1EE; 
the  coronation  series  of  I923EE;  the  matona  series  of  I923EE;  the 
1944EE  series  in  effect  as  of  his  death  in  1975;  and  fantasy  and 
speculative  commemoratives . 

XII  - NEGUS  TAFFARI  SERIES  1921  EE  (1928AD) 

The  reason  for  the  engraving  by  the  Austrian  mint  of  this  first  set 
of  coins  in  unknown.  They  were  prepared  shortly  after  he  was  crown- 
ed king  in  1928  and  it  is  regrettable  that  with  the  exception  of 
the  l/8th  BIR  they  never  went  into  production  as  they  rank  as  out- 
standing works  of  art.  The  silver  set  in  the  Kunsthistorisches 
Museum  in  Vienna  consists  of  five  coins  representing  the  denominations 
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1,  if  2,  l/4  and  l/8th  BIR,  and  1 Gersh.  The  diameters  are  the  same 
as  for  the  previous  reigns.  It  is  possible  that  the  Emperor  may 
have  had  a similar  set  in  his  personal  collection  for  the  dies  for 
the  l/8th  BIR  at  least  were  transferred  to  Addis  Ababa. 

Following  is  an  example  of  the  1 BIR.  Excepting  for  the  denomin- 
ations and  size  all  of  the  others  in  this  set  are  of  identical  de- 
sign. 


Obv:  Around  bust  of  Emperor  the  words: 

Negus  (King)  Taffari. 

Below,  the  date  | ^ 6 ( I92IEE./1928AD) 

and  the  letters  ’ (AD) . 

Rev:  Lion  with  standard  facing  right,  right  leg  raised. 

Around  the  phrase : 

isXh  ■h'inh'-  %1n  w*.c: 

(Lion  Cub  Ethiopia  stretches  her  hands  to  God.) 
Below  the  words:  One  : BIR. 


The  one  eighth  BIR  did  see  circulation  as  gold  presentation  pieces. 
The  reverses  seen,  however,  have  been  made  from  the  l/32nd  dies  of 
Emperor  Menelik  (No.  19)  with  the  denomination  mutilated.  The 
weights  of  each  vary  considerably;  are  generally  of  poor  quality; 
and  were  used  by  the  Emperor  as  gifts  during  his  travels. 

A gold  set,  also  in  the  above  museum,  consists  of  two  coins  bearing 
the  denominations  1 and  l/ 2 Werk,  20  and  18  mm  in  diameter  respect- 
ively. The  following  is  the  one  Werk: 
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XIII 


CORONATION  SERIES  1923EE  (193IAD) 


"The  first  coins  to  be  struck  were  a purely  commemorative  issue 
made  of  gold  and  constituted  a replica  of  the  old  Menelik  dollar  and 
a prototype  of  the  projected  Haile  Selassie  currency.  Neither  coin, 
however,  was  put  into  general  circulation.  Zervos  states  that  though 
their  value  was  based  on  their  gold  content  they  soon  acquired 
scarcity  value. This  quotation  implies  more  but  specifies  two 
coins.  Actually  there  were  seven  coins  in  this  series  of  which  two 
(the  gold  1 and  l/2  Werk)  were  the  only  two  to  see  circulation. 
Following  the  Emperor  being  crowned  the  Austrian  mint  re-designed 
the  series  described  in  Chapter  XII  and  forwarded  the  dies  to  Addis 
Ababa.  When  these  were  first  considered  it  was  hoped  that  Ethiopia 
would  go  on  the  gold  standard.  The  international  crisis  of  Septem- 
ber 1931  when  Britain  went  off  the  gold  standard  reduced  this  issue 
to  a token  (or  commemorative)  output  of  the  gold  coins  only. 

Following  is  an  example  of  the  1 BIR  taken  from  the  silver  set  now 
in  the  Kunsthistorisches  Museum  in  Vienna  and  consists  of  five  coins 
representing  the  denominations  1,  l/2,  l/k  and  l/8th  BIR,  and  1 
Gersh.  The  diameters  are  the  same  as  for  the  previous  reigns  and 
the  design  (with  some  modification)  follow  the  earlier  Negus  Taffari 
style . 


Obv:  Around  bust  of  Emperor  the  words: 

(The)  First  : Haile  Selassie  : King:  (of)  Kings  : 

(of)  Ethiopia. 

Below,  the  date  j U ? f*  (1923®®)  an!  letters 

<*, : 50  : (ad). 

Rev:  Lion  with  standard  facing  right,  right  leg  raised; 

six  pointed  star  above  and  below  lion.  Around  lion 
the  phrase  of  previous  reigns  (He  is  the  Conqueror  : 
the  Lion  : of  the  Tribe  : of  Judah.) 

Below,  the  denomination:  One  : BIR. 

The  l/2  and  1 Werk  coins  in  this  series  (Yeoman  Nos.  28  and  29)  are 
18  and  20  mm  in  diameter  respectively.  Weights  and  thickness  vary; 
edges  are  generally  milled.  Following  is  a picture  of  the  1 Werk 
from  the  Kunsthistorisches  Museum  collection: 
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Below  wreath  the  date  I923EE. 

Rev:  St.  George  slaying  the  dragon,  below  the  denomination 

1 Werk. 

Freidberg  lists  as  F27  a 4 Werks  dated  1930  with  "bust  facing,  re- 
verse arms".  He  did  not  illustrate  an  example  but  from  the  descrip- 
tion this  writer  presumes  it  to  be  one  of  the  coronation  medals. 

In  the  Abner  Kreisb erg/ Hans  M.  F.  Schulman  catalogue  dated  25-26 
January  1957;  pp.  12,  entry  #84,  a l/4  Werk  dated  1931  is  listed 
but  as  the  diameter  is  given  as  19  mm  it  is  probably  a l/2  Werk 
(l8  mm)  on  a lighter  planchet.  (That  entry  was  not  illustrated.) 

XIV  - MATONA  SERIES  - 1923EE  (193OAD) 

This  six  coin  series  established  by  the  decree  of  12  July  1933  was 
engraved  by  the  Vienna  Mint  from  a sketch  by  the  Ethiopian  artist 
Ato  (Mr.)  Abbaba.  The  dies  were  then  forwarded  to  Messrs.  Henry 
Wiggin  and  Co.,  London,  who,  acting  as  agents,  forwarded  the  dies 
for  the  10,  25,  and  50  matonas  to  Addis  Ababa.  The  blanks  for  the 
above  three  coins  were  secured  during  the  years  1932  through  1934 
from  the  British  Mond  Nickel  Co.  The  dies  for  the  bronze  1 and  5 
matona  were  forwarded  to  the  Imperial  Chemical  Industries  Ltd., 
(Kings  Norton  Mint)  at  Birmingham,  England.  The  ICI  mint  struck 
the  1 matona  but  sent  the  dies  (and  blanks)  for  the  5 matona  to 
Addis  Ababa  for  striking. 

It  is  not  known  how  many  sets  of  dies  were  produced  by  the  Austrian 
mint  nor  how  many  were  prepared  by  the  ICI  complex.  In  conversation 
with  representatives  of  Messrs.  Henry  Wiggin  and  Co.  it  was  learned 
that  at  that  time  they  did  not  have  a die  making  capability.  They 
were  then,  as  now,  agents  for  the  ICI  group.  In  fact  both  the  Wig- 
gin and  the  British  Mond  Nickel  Co.  are  presently  owned  by  ICI. 

Of  additional  interest,  this  is  the  only  official  series  (other  than 
current  commemoratives)  that  used  Western  numerals  in  addition  to 
Amharic . 

The  phrase  that  appears  on  the  obverse  of  this  series  is  the  same 
as  that  used  on  the  I923EE  "Coronation  Series"  and  the  phrase  on 
the  reverse  is  that  of  previous  reigns. 

No.  31  _ Yeoman  No.  23  - 1 Matona  - Issue  5; 000, 000 

For  design  see  No.  35-  On  the  obverse  under  the  bust  is 

6 (l  Matona).  On  the  reverse  under  the  lion  is 

the  number  1. 
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By  1944  the  lack  of  small  change  became  critical  and  "although  there 
were  still  many  pre-war  Ethiopian  coins  in  the  country  there  were 
good  reasons  against  their  re-introduction".^1  (See  Chapter  XIV 
Commentary  under  coin  No.  35*)  The  failure  to  arrive  at  an  agree- 
ment with  the  British  financial  negotiators  and  the  desperate  need 
for  money  caused  the  Ethiopian  Government  in  1943  to  approach  the 
American  Government  for  Lend  Lease  assistance.  Their  approach  was 
successful  and  on  28  June  1944  a contract  was  placed  with  the  United 
State  Mint  at  Philadelphia,  Pennsylvania  to  design  and  issue  a com- 
pletely new  series  of  coins.  The  obverse  was  designed  by  John  R. 

S innock,  then  Chief  Engraver  for  the  Philadelphia  Mint.  The  reverse 
design  was  by  Gilroy  Roberts,  former  Chief  Sculptor  of  the  mint. 

"A  new  currency,  the  Ethiopian  dollar,  divided  into  100  cents  and 
valued  at  2 shillings  East  African,  was  introduced  on  July  25,  1945* 
It  consists  of  notes  of  1,  5;  10,  100  and  500  dollar  denominations; 
a silver  50  cents  ( .800  fine)  and  bronze  1,  5 , 10  and  25  cent  coins. 
The  East  African  currency  remained  legal  tender  for  one  year  after 
the  introduction  of  the  new  currency.  The  Maria  Theresa  dollar  con- 
tinued to  circulate  as  bullion  until  the  end  of  1946,  when  its  use 
was  declared  illegal."®  With  the  exception  of  the  circular  25 
santeem  the  coins  have  been  re struck  through  1975  with  the  date 
frozen. 

One  additional  comment  concerning  this  issue  and  that  is  the  values 
are  spelled  out  on  the  reverse.  Following  the  word  for  the  value 

the  denomination  is  then  given  as  r ( santeem) . As  santeem 

translates  from  the  Amharic  as  "cent"  both  words  will  be  found  inter- 
mixed in  the  following  descriptions.  The  written  numbers  as  used  are 

( and-one) ; A'PVi*  ( ammist-five) ; (assir-ten) ; 

(haya  : ammist -twenty-five ) ; and  hrh  (amsa-fifty) 

No.  36  - Yeoman  No.  30  - One  Cent  - Issue  (see  below) 

For  design  see  No.  40.  On  the  reverse  is  the  denomination- 
one  santeem. 

Note:  Metal-bronze  (.950  copper/. 050  zinc);  diameter- 

17  mm;  edge-plain. 

Issue:  (All  dates  AD) . At  the  Philadelphia  Mint:  1944- 

3,000,000;  1945-12,000,000.  At  the  Royal  Mint, 
London:  1967-5^000,000. 

No.  37  - Yeoman  No.  31  - Five  Cents  - Issue  (see  below) 

For  design  see  No.  40.  On  the  reverse  is  the  denomination- 
five  santeems. 

Note:  Metal-bronze;  diameter-20  mm;  edge-plain. 

Issue:  At  Philadelphia:  1944-3,162,000;  1945-12,838,000; 

1946-10,000,000;  1947-12,000,000;  1949-16,000,000; 
1952-5,112,000;  1953-34,888,000;  1958-10,000,000; 
1962-5,000,000.  At  the  Royal  Mint:  1964- 

11,952,000;  1965-38,048,000;  1966-60,000,000. 

No.  38  - Yeoman  No.  32  - Ten  Cents  - Issue  (see  below) 

For  design  see  No.  40.  On  the  reverse  is  the  denomination- 
ten  santeems . 

Note:  Metal-bronze;  diameter-23  mm;  edge-milled. 
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Issue:  At  Philadelphia:  1945-25.,  000, 000;  1949-16,000,000; 

1952-5,000,000;  1953-25,000,000;  1957-6,928,000; 
1958-33,072,000;  1962-20,000,000;  1963-30,000,000. 
At  the  Royal  Mint:  1964-4,800,000;  1965-32,200,000 

1966-100,  000,  000;  1974/75-50,  000,  000. 

No.  39  - Yeoman  No.  33  - Twenty-five  Cents  - Issue  (see  below) 

For  design  see  No.  40 . On  the  reverse  is  the  denomination- 
twenty-five  santeems. 

Note:  Metal-bronze;  diameter-26  mm;  edge-plain. 

Issue:  At  Philadelphia  only:  1944-10,000,000. 

Commentary:  After  an  issue  of  "421,500"  this  coin  was 

withdrawn  from  circulation  and  its  possession  made 
a criminal  offense.  This  arose  as  a result  of 
speculators  silver-coating  them  and  passing  them 
as  silver  50  cent  pieces.  According  to  Mr.  Roy 
Cahoon,  United  States  Mint,  those  coins  that  were 
not  yet  issued  and  those  turned  back  were  placed 
in  the  hands  of  a local  Ethiopian  concern  and  were 
scalloped  and  then  re-issued.  When  this  supply  was 
used  up  a second  order  was  placed  with  the  United 
States  Mint  for  scalloped  25  cent  pieces  (see  No. 
4l) . Mr.  Cahoon  went  on  to  say  that  United  States 
Mint  records  do  not  indicate  what  method  was  used 
to  scallop  the  subsequent  issue.  It  may  be  safe 
to  assume  that  the  plain  edge  and  those  having 
irregular  scalloping  were  No.  39  and  that  the 
collar  as  reported  by  Mr.  Sealy  was  used  for  the 
second  issue  (see  No.  4l  commentary). 


No.  40  - Yeoman  No.  34  - Fifty  Cents  - Issue  (see  below) 


Obv:  Bust  in  military  uniform  but  without  headdress. 

Below  date  i U ? (/I  3 (1936EE). 

Rev:  Lion  with  standard  facing  right. 

Below,  denomination-fifty  santeems. 

Note:  Metal-silver  (for  those  coins  struck  in  1944  and 

1945  the  ratio  was  .800  silver/. 200  copper.  In 
1947  the  ratio  was  reduced  to  .700  silver/. 300 
copper);  diameter-25  mm;  edge-milled. 

Issue:  At  Philadelphia:  1944-763,000;  1945-29,237,000; 

1947-20,  433,730. 


No.  4l  - Yeoman  No.  35  - Twenty-five  Cents  - Issue  (see  below) 
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Obverse  and  reverse  as  No.  39  except  that  the  edges  have 
been  scalloped. 

Note:  Metal-bronze;  diameter-26  mm. 

Issue:  At  Philadelphia:  1952-1,299,000;  1953-28,701,000. 

These  coins  (as  were  the  others)  were  not  all  im- 
mediately placed  in  circulation  but  released  on 
demand.  Coins  can  be  found  today  that  are  uncir- 
culated and  so  released  within  the  last  few  years. 

Commentary:  Mr.  David  L.  F.  Sealy  in  his  article  "Coin 

Varieties"  that  appeared  in  the  English  magazine 
"Coins  and  Medals"  (November  1970)  illustrated  two 
separate  edgings.  The  photographs  shown  below 
(Courtesy  "Coins  and  Medals”)  illustrate  two  ex- 
amples of  the  first  method  (No.  39)  and  one  example 
of  the  present  (No.  4l) . 


Mr.  Sealy  went  on  to  say  that  the  first  method 
(No.  39)  show  irregular  dents  that  vary  from  place 
to  place  on  each  coin.  He  describes  the  process 
as  "rumble",  a method  of  defacing  defectively 
struck  coins.  The  second  edge  type  (third  photo- 
graph) is  the  apparent  product  of  a special  milling 
collar  in  which  the  "dents"  are  a part  of  the 
design. 
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XVI  - SPECULATIVE  ISSUES 


A.  Introduction 

"Speculative  issues  with  dubious  status  - 'legal  tender'  pieces 
made  by  or  for  a recognized  government  but  which  bear  no  appar- 
ent relationship  to  that  government's  system  of  circulation 
coinage  (if  any)."e 

"Simply  stated,  before  acquiring  a coin,  I ask  myself  whether 
the  coin  supplies  an  affirmative  answer  to  either  of  the  follow- 
ing questions: 

1.  Is  the  coin  of  similar  type,  date  and  composition  as 
coins  found  (or  once  found)  in  the  general  circulation 
of  the  country  of  issue. 

2.  Despite  the  fact  the  coin  is  not  of  similar  type,  date 
or  composition  as  those  coins  found  (or  once  found)  in 
general  circulation,  would  the  coin  circulate  (or  have 
circulated)  without  exciting  general  comment  or  reject- 
ion?'^ 

B.  1923EE  (I93OAD)  "Pattern" 

The  following  photograph  is  from  the  Hans  M.  F.  Schulman  January 
17-19,  1963  catalogue  (entry  #395)  and  is  described  as  a "pattern 
talari  1930,  struck  in  gold... 38-8  grams.  10  specimens  struck 
only.  Brilliant  proof."  For  comparison  purposes  refer  to  the 
fantasy  described  as  EM  10  in  Chapter  VIII.  It  is  quite  possible 
that  both  were  produced  at  the  same  time  and  by  the  same  firm. 
This  writer  personally  classifies  this  piece  as  a fantasy. 


C.  I966AD  Speculative  Commemoratives 

A series  of  gold  commemoratives  authorized  by  the  National  Bank 
of  Ethiopia,  designed  by  V.  Gasperetti,  and  struck  by  the  firm 
of  Numismatica  Italiana,  of  Milan,  Italy.  Despite  the  value  en- 
graved on  these  issues,  they  were  sold  by  the  banks  at  a cost 
based  on  their  bullion  value  on  the  day  of  purchase.  The  follow- 
ing photograph  ( courtesy  World  Coins  Magazine)  illustrates  the 
largest  of  the  series.  There  are  five  in  the  set  (10,  20,  50, 

100,  and  200  dollars)  and  are  .900  fineness.  Excepting  for  the 
size  and  value  all  bear  the  same  design  on  the  obverse  and  re- 
verse . 
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D.  1972AD  Speculative  Commemoratives 

A series  of  silver  commemoratives  authorized  by  the  National 
Bank  of  Ethiopia.  Minted  and  sold  exclusively  outside  of 
Ethiopia.  If  these  commemoratives  did  not  have  quasi-legal 
backing  they  would  clearly  be  fantasies.  They  conform  to 
Yeoman’s  guide  as  outlined  in  paragraph  A above  and  the  answer 
is  "no"  to  each  of  Saxen’s  questions  in  the  same  paragraph. 
Reported  mintage  - 50,000.  Silver  fineness  - -925;  diameter 
for  the  Haile  Selassie  10  dollar  - 50  mm;  diameter  for  the  re- 
maining four  5 dollar  issues  - 40  mm.  The  reverse  (except  for 
the  denomination)  remains  the  same.  The  following  photographs 
are  courtesy  World  Coins  Magazine. 


Haile  Selassie 
Obverse  10  Dollars 


Reverse 
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XVII  - TOKENS 

Lacking  intrinsic  value,  tokens  did  not  enjoy  acceptance  among  a 
population  inclined  to  distrust  coins  of  any  nature.  Until  the 
present  time,  however,  the  need  for  small  change  has  always  been 
acute  and  there  are  several  known  examples  where  tokens  were  used 
by  private  concerns  to  a varying  degree  of  success. 

T 01  - Dire  Dawa  (Aluminum,  22  mm) 


Rev:  SYNDICAT  DES  COMMERCANTS  ET  INDUSTRIELS  DE  DIRE  DAOUA 

T 02  - Addis  Ababa 
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Obv: 


i 


BON  POUR  1 PIASTRE  16-AU  THALER 

Rev:  PALEOLOGOS  P.  TRONALIS  * ADDIS -ABEBA  * 

EPIC ERIE  INTERNATIONALE 


T 03  - Arussi 


(Photograph  not  available) 


"A  Belgian-owned  coffee  plantation  issued  aluminum  tokens  in 
in  values  of  l/2;  l/4  and  l/l6  of  a talari;  and  the  pieces 
were  used  to  pay  their  plantation  workers."  Kohl  goes  on 
to  add:  "Possibly  the  inscription  reads  in  a similar  manner; 

'SOCIETE  ANNONYME  PLANTATIONS  D'ABYSSINIE'  after  the  name  of 
the  firm."0  Dr.  Pankhurst  reported  that  this  firm  had 
issued  about  $5;  000*00  worth  of  these  tokens  by  the  time  of 
the  Italian  war. 

T 04  - Addis  Ababa 


Obv:  BON  POUR  1 PIASTRE  16  AU  THALER 

Rev:  MAGDALINOS  FRERES  * ADDIS  ABABA  * 
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tion ( 19^1-19^-5) A Collation  of  Ethiopian,  British  and 
American  Documents",  by  Dr.  Richard  Pankhurst,  Ethiopia 
Observer,  Vol.  16,  No.  h,  197^- 

Biographical  Dictionary  of  Medallists,  by  L.  Forrer 

L* empire  d'Ethiopie,  by  A.  Zervos 

"Standard  Catalog  of  World  Coins  UPDATE",  by  Colin  R.  Bruce  II, 

Wo  rid  Coin  News,  17  February  1976 

-000O000- 
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IDENTI  FICATION,  please? 


Above  is  a piece  sent  in  by  NI  member  Francis  G.  Sanders,  asking  for 
help  from  the  membership  as  to  identification. 


The  piece  is  suspected  to  be  from  the  Low  Countries.  Anyone  having 
information  is  asked  to  submit  it  through  NI  BULLETIN  Editor  Marvin 
L.  Fraley,  2813  - 57th  St.,  Lubbock,  Texas  79^-13  and  publication 
of  the  information  will  be  made  in  a future  issue  of  the  NI  BULLETIN. 


Above  are  two  pieces  sent  in  by  Peter  Kraneveld,  Boeierstraat  229j 
Purmerend  - 1440,  The  Netherlands.  The  photographs  have  been  en- 
larged for  better  identification  purposes.  Actual  size  of  the  two 
pieces  is  6- 3mm  and  18.2-20. 5mm.  Any  help  on  these  two  pieces 
would  be  most  appreciated. 


The  Sanders  piece  at  the  top  is  struck  on  a non-magnetic  metal  simi- 
lar to  pewter  --  definitely  not  silver.  It  is  dated  1588  and  has 
3 Hebrew  characters  at  the  bottom  of  the  dated  side  dividing  the 
legend . 


Kraneveld’ s two  pieces,  both  possibly  of  Indian  or  Asia  origin, 
are  struck  in  silver  (smaller  piece)  and  copper  (larger  piece). 

(The  Editor  apologizes  in  advance  for  positioning  of  the  photos 
as  undoubtedly  they  have  been  placed  upside  down,  sideways,  or 
some  other  wrong  position.  Not  being  familiar  with  this  area  of 
coinage,  it  is  difficult  to  tell  top  from  bottom.) 
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NEW  ISSUES  WITH  ASSIGNED  YEOMAN  NUMBERS  (Continued  from  page  174): 


GUINEA  (Continued): 

(The  appearance  of  Y8-9  of  the  old  series  forces  a renumber- 
ing of  the  new  coinage  now  listed  as  Y10-13*) 


ISRAEL 

*Y78  25  Pounds  1976;  Silver  (32mm) 

28th  Anniversary  of  Independence 

KUWAIT 

Yl4  2 Dinars  1976,  Silver  (38.6mm). 

.500  Fine  in  UNC.;  .929  Fine  in  PROOF 
15th  Anniversary  of  Independence 

MALI 

Y4  50  Francs  1975;  Nickel-Brass  (23.5mm);  F.A.O.  Coinage 
Y5  100  Francs  1975;  Nickel-Brass  (27.8mm),  F.A.O.  Coinage 

MONGOLIAN  PEOPLE’S  REPUBLIC 

*Y37  25  Tukhrik  1976,  -925  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y38  50  Tukhrik  1976,  -925  Silver  (42mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y39  750  Tukhrik  1976,  .900  Gold  (34mm),  Conservation  Series 

NEW  HEBRIDES 

Y4a  1 Franc  1975;  Aluminum-Bronze,  I.E„0oM.  Issue 
Y6a  5 Francs  1975;  Aluminum -Bronze,  I.Eo0.M.  Issue 

PAKISTAN 

*Y32  100  Rupees  1976,  *925  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y33  150  Rupees  1976,  *925  Silver  (42mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y34  3; 000  Rupees  1976,  -900  Gold  (34mm),  Conservation  Series 

PORTUGAL 

*Y79  100  Escudos  1976,  .650  Silver  (34mm) 

*Y80  250  Escudos  1976,  .900  Silver  (37mm) 

(Y79-80:  25  April  1974  - Day  of  the  Revolution) 

SOUTH  AFRICA 

*Y104  1 Krugerrand  1967-,  Gold  (32mm) 

Y105  l/2  Cent  1976,  Bronze 

Y106  1 Cent  1976,  Bronze 

Y107  2 Cents  1976,  Bronze 

Y108  5 Cents  1976,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y109  10  Cents  1976,  Cupro-Nickel 

Y110  20  Cents  1976,  Cupro-Nickel 

Ylll  50  Cents  1976,  Cupro-Nickel 

(Y105-111:  Portrait  of  former  President  J.  J.  Fouche) 

SPAIN 

Y128  1 Peseta  1975  (*76),  Aluminum-Bronze  (21mm) 

Y129  5 Pesetas  1975  (*76),  Copper-Nickel 

(Y128-129:  Juan  Carlos  I Coinage) 

THE  SUDAN 

*Y55  2-l/2  Pounds  1976,  .925  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y56  5 Pounds  1976,  .925  Silver  (42mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y57  100  Pounds  1976,  *900  Gold  (34mm),  Conservation  Series 
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TUVALU 

Y1  1 Cent  197 6,  Bronze  (17.5mm) 

Y2  2 Cents  1976,  Bronze  (21.6mm) 

Y3  5 Cents  1976,  Copper-Nickel  (19.4mm) 

Y4  10  Cents  1976,  Copper-Nickel  (23.6mm) 

Y5  20  Cents  1976,  Copper-Nickel  (28. 5mm) 

Y6  50  Cents  1976,  Copper-Nickel  (31.6mm) 

Y7  1 Dollar  1976,  Copper-Nickel  (33ffim?  9-sided  planchet) 

YEMEN,  DEMOCRATIC  (ADEN) 

Y4  5 Fils  1973?  Aluminum  (23mm) 

ZAIRE 

*Y8  2-l/2  Zaires  1975?  *925  Silver  (38.6mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y9  5 Zaires  1975?  *925  Silver  (42mm),  Conservation  Series 

*Y10  100  Zaires  1975?  -900  Gold  (34mm),  Conservation  Series 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR  (Continued  from  page  178): 

proportionately,  than  any  other  Asian  series.  Dealers  who  import 
directly  from  Asia  owe  it  to  their  customers  to  be  knowledgeable 
enough  in  each  series  to  spot  suspicious  pieces  before  importing 
and  distributing  quantities  of  them  in  this  country,  and  both  col- 
lectors and  dealers  should  make  very  free  use  of  ANACS ' s services. 
They  are  quite  slow  on  the  more  arcane  series,  but  they  are  gaining 
more  experience  all  the  time  and  I have  never  had  occasion  to  ques- 
tion their  judgements.  Finally,  I would  advise  collectors  to  know 
the  return  policy  of  dealers  from  whom  they  buy.  Can  a suspected 
coin  be  returned  only  within  the  usual  ten-day  period,  or  is  gen- 
uineness guaranteed  forever?  Most  dealers  will  refund  on  a piece 
judged  bad  by  ANACS,  but  too  few  dealers  actually  send  in  suspect 
pieces  themselves  before  offering  them  for  sale,  and  far  too  few 
collectors  take  the  trouble  to  double  check  them  by  sending  in  a 
new  purchase  themselves.  Whether  you  are  collecting  Italian  crowns, 
Indian  coins  or  anything  else,  there  will  always  be  counterfeits 
and  there  will  always  be  rumors  of  counterfeits,  but  the  only  way 
to  steer  clear  of  them  is  by  asking  hard  questions  of  the  seller 
and  keeping  in  touch  with  ANACS . 


Scott  Semans,  NI  198 
Cleveland,  Ohio 

(Ed.  Note:  For  information  on  the  services  of  American  Numismatic 
Association  Certification  Service  (ANACS),  write  to  ANACS,  Box  87, 
Ben  Franklin  Station,  Washington,  D.  C.  20044,  USA.) 


TAKE  LIFE  A LITTLE  EASIER 
by  Gabriel  A.  Grams 


A friend  of  mine  who  is  a Colonel 
Was  waiting  for  his  coin-club  Jolonel. 
When  it  was  a bit  late 
He  expressed  his  great  hate 
And  in  fact  became  very  infolonel! 
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CONTENTS  OF  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION  (CONTINUED  FROM  LAST  MONTH): 

Only  coins  grading  Fine  or  better  are  being  listed  in  this  continu- 
ing inventory  of  the  NI  Reference  Collection.  Members  are  invited 
to  donate  any  issues  not  listed.  Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins 
from  the  collection  for  research  purposes  can  do  so  by  paying  pos- 
tage and  insurance  both  ways. 

DENMARK:  Y2-1867;  Y8-I899;  Y9-1899;  Y10-1874;  Y20-1907;  721-1912; 

Y22-1907;  Y28-1915;  Y28a-19l8;  Y29-1914,  1915;  Y29a-19l8;  y46- 
1927HCN,  1928;  Y47-1927HCN,  1928N,  1937;  Y48-1932,  1940 ; y49- 
1925,  1931;  Y49a-1944;  Y50-1929;  Y52-1941;  Y56-1956,  i960, 

1961,  1962,  1963,  1964;  Y57-1955,  1957,  i960,  1962,  1964,  1967; 
Y58-1952,  1961,  1964;  Y59-1950,  1953,  195^,  1955,  1957;  760- 
1953,  195^,  1955;  Y68-1963  to  1968  incl.,  1970,  1971;  Y69-1961, 

1962,  1965  to  1970  incl.,  1972;  Y70-1965;  Y71-1962,  1963,  1965, 
1967;  Y72-1961;  Y75-1968;  Y76-1967,  1968,  1969,  1971;  Y78-1974; 
Y79-1973;  780-1973° 

DOMINICAN  REPUBLIC:  Y15-1961;  Y16-1951;  Yl6a-1944;  Y17 -1944,  1959; 

Y17a-1967;  Yl8a-1967;  Y23-1963;  Y24-1963;  Y25-1963. 

EAST  AFRICA:  Y20-1930;  Y22-1933;  Y24-1924;  Y26-1936H,  1936KN;  Y27- 

1942;  Y28-1942;  Y29-1941I;  Y30-1937H;  Y31-1942H;  Y32-195LKN; 
Y33-1952;  Y34-1952;  Y35-19^S;  736-19^9,  1952;  Y37-1955,  1956KN, 
1959H,  195 9KN,  1961,  1962H;  Y38-1957H,  1963;  Y40-1955H;  Y4l- 
1964;  Y42-1964H. 

ECUADOR:  Y38-I919;  Y44-1928;  Y46-1928;  Y51-1937;  Y5 la -1942;  Y51b- 

1946;  Y52a-1942;  Y52b-1946;  Y52c-1964,  1968;  Y53-1937;  Y53a- 
1944D;  Y53t-19^6;  Y53c-1959,  1966;  Y54-1937;  Y54a-1946;  Y54b- 
1959;  Y55-19^0;  Y56-1943MO,  1944MO;  Y57-1963- 

EGYPT:  (The  following  Mamluk  Sultan  pieces  are  not  all  Fine  or  Btr. 

but  are  being  listed  as  they  may  be  of  interest  to  researchers:) 
Mamluk  Sultans:  Balog  #741,  741  Type,  743,  variety  of  741-44, 

763,  764,  770a  and  Fractional  Dirhem  of  Al-Ashraf-Abu  A1  Nasr 
Aynal  1453-1^-61  (not  in  Balog). 

Y2-Yr . 9;  Y12-29;  Y13-12;  Y14-28;  Y15-10;  Y16-11,  27;  Y17-30; 
Y19-20,  Y25-2H;  Y28-4H;  Y31-6H;  Y34-1917;  Y36-1917H;  Y37-1917H; 
Y38-1917H;  Y39-1917;  Y41-1917;  Y50-1924;  Y61-1935H;  Y62-I929BP; 
Y63-1933;  Y64-1935H;  Y75-1950;  Y77-1938,  19^3;  Y79-1938;  Y80- 
1933;  Y8I-I938,  1941;  Y82-I938;  Y83-I937;  Y87-1944;  Y93a-1957; 
Y94a-1958;  Ylll-1960;  Y112-1962. 

ESTONIA:  YI-I929. 

ETHIOPIA:  Y3O-EEI936;  Y3I-EEI936;  Y32-EE1936;  Y35-EE1936. 

FIJI:  Y2-1934,  1935;  Y4-1934;  Y5-193}+;  Y6-1936;  Y7a-l942S,  1943s ; 

Y8-I937,  1945;  Y8a-1942S,  1943S;  Ylla- 1942S;  Y12a-1942S,  19^3S; 
Y17-1947;  Y18-1949,  1952;  Y19-1950,  1952;  Y20-1950;  Y21-1954; 
Y22-1959,  1961,  1965,  1968;  Y23-1961,  1963,  1965;  Y24-1961, 

1962,  1965;  Y25-1958,  1962;  Y26-1957,  1964;  Y28-1969;  Y29-1969. 

FINLAND:  Y5-1916S;  YIO-I892;  YI8-I9OO;  Y29-1917;  Y30-1917S;  Y31- 

1917s;  Y33-1923;  734-1935,  1937;  735-1920;  Y36-1928S;  Y36a- 
19^3S;  737-1921N;  73 7a- 1942S ; Y39-1929S;  739^ -195 IH,  1952H; 
Y41-1941;  Y42-1931,  1941S;  747-1952;  Y47a-1954,  1958,  1962; 
748-1952;  Y48a-1955,  1956;  749-1952H;  Y50-1951*;  Y51-1953;  Y53- 
1958H;  Y56-1963  to  1969  incl.;  Y56a-I971,  1973;  Y57-1963,  1964, 
1967,  1971;  758-1963,  1964;  Y59-1963,  1964;  Y6O-I963S,  1964s ; 
Y61-1965,  1966;  Y6la-1970;  Y65-1972. 
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Member  Notice  Page 

Harry  Tayrnan,  P.  0.  Box  Five,  Sta.  C.,  Flushing,  N . H.  11367:  I am 

trying  to  complete  a collection  of  the  series  of  coins  issued  by 
various  German  States  in  1871  commemorating  the  war,  the  victory, 
and  the  peace  of  the  Franco-Prussian  War,  187O-I87I.  To  complete 
the  series  I need  two  Baden  Kreuzers:  Baden,  1871,  1 Kreuzer,  City 

of  Buhl,  CR-147;  and  Baden,  1871,  1 Kreuzer,  City  of  Offenberg, 

CR-l49«  Would  appreciate  any  assistance  from  fellow  members. 

Marvin  L.  Fraley,  28 13  - 37th  St.,  Lubbock,  TX  79413 : WANTED  - - 

Jacques  Schulman  Auction  Catalogs  Nos.  248,  249,  and  252.  Need 
prices  realized  for  catalogs  245  and  258. 

Revolutionary  Mexican  Historical  Society  (RevMex) ; Verne  R.  Wal- 
rafen  (LM-5)  reported  recently  that  the  new  RevMex  Society  is  grow- 
ing fast,  now  with  over  60  members.  For  information  on  the  society, 
write  to  Verne  at  1130  East  35th  Terrace,  Topeka,  KS  66605 . 


BOOK  REVIEWS 

Coin  & Paper  Money  Catalogue  of  Malaysia -Singapore -Brunei  (l845  to 
Date) : published  by  International  Stamp  and  Coin  Agency, 18  Medan 

Pasar,  2nd  Floor,  Kuala  Lumpur  01-20  Malaysia.  M$7»00.  71pp*, 

soft  cover,  well  illustrated. 

The  contents  of  this  catalogue  actually  cover  Malaya  and  British 
Borneo,  British  North  Borneo,  Brunei,  Sarawak  and  Singapore.  The 
catalogue  presents  a comprehensive  list  of  the  issues  of  the  coinage 
of  the  area  from  those  of  the  East  India  Company  in  1845,  Straits 
Settlements,  Malaya  and  British  Borneo  right  up  to  the  current  ser- 
ies. For  Paper  Money  it  covers  Straits  Settlements  ranging  from  the 
Straits  Settlements  in  l86l,  through  the  Japanese  Occupation,  British 
Borneo  and  Malaya,  up  to  the  present  series.  Each  issue  is  priced 
in  M$  in  as  many  as  six  different  grades  --  V.  Good  through  Proof. 

The  publisher  also  offers  to  sell  any  listing  at  the  prices  shown, 
subject  to  stock  available  at  the  time  of  order. 

The  scope  of  the  catalogue  covers  all  known  officially  issued  coins 
and  paper  money,  except  tokens.  Rubber  export  coupons  and  War  Loan 
Bond  Coupons  are  also  included  in  this  catalogue  for  the  convenience 
of  collectors,  as  these  coupons  could  be  regarded  as  paper  money, 
as  they  could  be  exchanged  for  money  during  those  periods. 

All  dates,  mintmarks,  overdates,  etc.  are  listed  and  accompanied  by 
the  Yeoman  number  of  the  issue,  as  well  as  a photograph  of  the 
general  type.  In  general,  the  photographs  are  excellent,  with  the 
exception  that  some  in  the  coin  portion  of  the  catalogue  could  be 
improved  in  any  subsequent  edition. 

Not  being  familiar  with  the  values  of  this  particular  area  coinage, 
the  reviewer  will  not  comment  on  the  various  prices  listed.  The 
book  in  general  should  be  a welcome  addition  to  the  libraries  of 
collectors  of  this  field  of  coinage  and  paper  money. 
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